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As a relatively new branch, pragmatics has been developed at a fast speed in 
recent years. More and more lexicographers both at home and abroad have began to 
pay attention to the important role of pragmatics in communication, and tried to 
incorporate them into dictionary making. In this regard, some monolingual English 
learner’s dictionaries have set an example as they do well in providing pragmatic 
information in terms of both the ways and the forms. They use not only a lot of 
different labels, usage notes and so on to help dictionary users to avoid language errors, 
but also definitions and examples to provide pragmatic information. In addition, they 
offer cross-references to lead readers from one entry to another, by which the 
microstructure and macrostructure are well connected. 
    On the contrary, current Chinese-English dictionaries, as an important type of 
learner’s dictionaries, have not provided enough or satisfactory pragmatic information 
in terms of both amount and forms, thus need improving. 
    The present thesis, from the research point of Dictionary as Communication, has 
introduced the status quo of pragmatics in the circle of dictionary making, definition, 
importance and forms of pragmatic information and so on. One way of analyzing 
pragmatic information is to study it from the macrostructure and microstructure of a 
dictionary. However, the present thesis has dealt with the topic by using another 
important analytic approach from three levels, namely, lexical level, sentence level and 
discourse level. Using the Big Five as examples, the thesis has explored their ways of 
treating pragmatic information, and considered the implications of their practice for 
CELD making.   
 




























    但是，汉英学习词典作为一类很重要的词典，却未能有效地提供学习者所需
的语用信息，表现在语用信息的量不足而且处理方式简单化，落后于英英词典。 


























Chapter One  Introduction………………………...…………………………..1 
1.1Research Background …………………………………………………………1 
1.2 Research Standpoint of the Thesis … … … … … … … … … … … … … … . . . 4 
1.3 Research Methodology………………………………………………………..5 
1.4 Organization of the Thesis……………………………………………………5 
 
Chapter Two  Pragmatic Information, Pragmatic Meaning and 
Dictionary Meaning...............................................................7 
2.1 A Brief Sketch of Pragmatics and Pragmatic Information............................7 
2.1.1 A Brief Introduction to pragmatics ………………………………………7 
2.1.2 A Brief Introduction to pragmatic information…………………………8 
2.2 Categories and Importance of pragamatic information……………………9 
2.3Pragmatic meaning and Dictioary meaning ………………………………..11 
2.3.1 Pragmatic meaning………………………………………………………11 
2.3.2 Six aspects of pragmatic meaning............................................................12 
2.3.3 Dictionary meaning..................................................................................14 
2.3.4 Similarities and Differences of pragmatic meaning and dictionary meaning..17 
2.4 Summary……………………………………………………………………..18 
 
Chapter Three  Pragmatic Meaning at Three Levels………………….20 
3.1 Pragmatic meaning at lexical level................................................................20 
3.1.1 Address forms...........................................................................................20 
3.1.2 Discourse Markers....................................................................................21 
3.1.3 Modal Verbs..............................................................................................22 
3.1.4 Hedges......................................................................................................22 
3.1.5 Contextual Markers..................................................................................22 
3.1.6 Speech Act Verbs......................................................................................23 
3.2 Pragmatic meaning at sentence level………………….……………………24 

















Chapter Four  A Study of Pragmatic Information in the Big Five….28 
4.1 Learner's Dictionary and the Big Five under study.....................................28 
4.2 Pragmatic information in LDOCE4..............................................................29 
4.2.1 Mactrostructure.........................................................................................30 
4.2.1.1 Front matter......................................................................................30 
4.2.1.2 Interleaf............................................................................................30 
4.2.1.3 Appendix..........................................................................................31 





4.2.2.4 Pictorial illustrations........................................................................35 
4.2.2.5 Cross-reference................................................................................36 
4.2.3 Treatment of pragmatic information at three level...................................37 
4.2.3.1 Lexical level.....................................................................................37 
4.2.3.2 Sentence level..................................................................................39 
4.2.3.3 Discourse level.................................................................................40 
4.3 Pragmatic information in OALD6 …………………………………………40 
4.3.1 Mactrostrucutre.........................................................................................40 
4.3.2 Mictrostrucutre.........................................................................................42 
4.3.3 Pragmatic information at three levels.......................................................43 
4.3.3.1 Lexical level.....................................................................................43 
4.3.3.2 Sentence and Discourse level..........................................................45 
4.4 Pragmatic Information in COBUILD Series................................................47 
4.4.1 Macrostrucutre..........................................................................................47 
4.4.2 Microstrucutre...........................................................................................48 
4.4.3 Pragmatic information at three levels.......................................................50 
4.4.3.1 Lexical level.....................................................................................50 




















4.5.2.3 Frequency labels..............................................................................53 
4.5.3 Pragmatic information at three levels.......................................................54 
4.5.3.1 Lexical level.....................................................................................54 
4.5.3.2 Sentence and Discourse level..........................................................56 
4.6 Pragmatic Information in MEDAL ...............................................................56 
4.6.1 Macrostrucutre..........................................................................................56 
4.6.2 Microstrucutre...........................................................................................57 
4.6.2.1 Usage Notes.....................................................................................58 
4.6.2.2 Notes to show the origin of headwords...........................................58 
4.6.3 Pragmatic information at three levels.......................................................59 
4.6.3.1 Lexical level.....................................................................................59 
4.6.3.2 Sentence and Discourse level..........................................................62 
4.7 Summary..........................................................................................................62 
 
Chapter Five  Pragmatic Information in Four CELDs: Problems and 
Solutions ............................................................................64 
5.1 Problems with Pragmatic Information in Four Current CELDs……..…..64 
5.1.1 Problems with pragmatic information at lexical level.............................64 
5.1.2 Problems with pragmatic information at sentence level...........................65 
5.1.3 Problems with pragmatic information at discourse level.........................66 
5.1.4 Summary...................................................................................................66 
5.2 Contrast in Pragmatic Information between the Big Five and CELDs.....66 
5.3 Solutions to problems with pragmatic information in CELDs....................67 
















A New Research into Pragmatic Information in Learner’s Dictionaries 
 vi
3) Appendix.................................................................................................68 
5.3.2 Guidelines on providing pragmatic information in microstructure of 
CELDs………………………………………………………………….69 
1) Equivalents and Explanations in CELDs................................................69 
2)Illustrative examples.................................................................................70 
3) Labels .....................................................................................................70 
4)Cross-reference.........................................................................................70 
5) Usage notes..............................................................................................71 
5.3.3 Guidelines on providing pragmatic information at the three levels in 
CELDs………………………………………………………………….71 
5.3.3.1 Lexical level.....................................................................................71 
5.3.3.2 Sentence Level................................................................................72 
5.3.3.3 Discourse Level...............................................................................72 
5.4 Summary..........................................................................................................73 
 
Chapter Six  Conclusion....................................................................................74 
6.1 Retrospect of the Study................................................................................. .74 
















目  录 
 vii
 
目  录 
 












































第四章  “五巨头”中的语用信息研究............................................................29 
4.1 学习词典与受考察的“五巨头”......................................................................29 


































目  录 
 ix


















































































Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
